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HAPPIEST
STUDENTS
IN THE REGION
Our students are the most
satisfied in Greater Manchester
for the fourth consecutive year
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for Education survey.
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making them some of
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trans and queer
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OPEN
EVENINGS

CREATING
OUTSTANDING
FUTURES
WIGAN CENTRES

Monday 7 October 2019
Monday 11 November 2019
Monday 3 February 2020

4.30pm - 7.30pm
PARSONS WALK CENTRE
WN1 1RR
SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS
WN1 1RR
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
IN ENGINEERING
PAGEFIELD CENTRE WN1 2JH

LEIGH COLLEGE

Monday 14 October 2019
Monday 18 November 2019
Monday 10 February 2020

4.30pm - 7.30pm
LEIGH COLLEGE
LEIGH SPORTS VILLAGE
WN7 4JY

01942 761 111
wigan-leigh.ac.uk
wiganleighcol
01942 761111
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Our students are the happiest
in Greater Manchester

CONSECUTIVE YEARS

Construction begins

New digital
Wigan & Leigh College is in the top 8%
nationally in terms of student satisfaction technologies
according to new government figures.
unveiled at
heart
of
everything
The Department for
For the fourth consecutive year
we do. It’s great to
Education’s FE First
Pagefield Centre
the
results
reveal
that
Wigan
&
hear that they are
Choices Student
Satisfaction Survey
captures learners’
experiences of their
college or training
organisation.

More than 700
students completed
the online survey.
Almost 90% would

Leigh College students continue
to be the happiest in Greater
Manchester.
recommend the
College to family and
friends, up from 84.5%
last year, while 83%
scored the College

8 out of 10 or more for
teaching.
Anna Dawe, College
Principal, said: “Our
students are at the

consistently happy
with their experience
here. As we welcome
more and more
students each year,
we will continue
to make sure their
time at College is
as positive as it can
possibly be.”

CITY OF WATER INSPIRES CREATIVITY

Students studying
at the Pagefield
Centre are benefiting
from a £1.8 million
facelift to the Centre
of Excellence in
Engineering.

Resource upgrades
in robotics, artificial
intelligence,
mechatronics and
algorithm engineering
have been completed,

alongside a new 3D
printing laboratory.

An extended Social
Learning Hub has
created more space
for the upturn in
student numbers
this year, while a new
plumbing workshop,
laboratories and
expanded brickwork
facilities have also
been added.

Expanded plastering facilities

Social Learning Hub

Venice art, crafts and
architecture were
the focus for creative
arts students who
visited one of Italy’s
most popular cultural
gems.
From a glass blowing

workshop on the
Island of Murano, to
exploring the lagoon
and the Island of
Burano, famous for
its colourful houses,
students took in all
the city has to offer.

wiganleighcollege

Sites viewed from a
gondola included St
Mark’s Square, the
Rialto Bridge, the
Doge’s Palace and
the Scala Contarini
del Bovolo.
Students also

attended a workshop
on Golden Hour
photography and
witnessed a red
supermoon rising
above the city.

wiganleighcol
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College leads the way with
launch of new T Levels

The College is set to deliver new technical qualifications,
at the forefront
economy. Working
skills and knowledge to
T Levels, from 2021.
of developments.
together we can ensure local businesses.”
The Department for
Education selected
the College to be
among the first in the
country to deliver T
Levels in construction,
education, childcare,
health and science.
T Levels have
been developed in
collaboration with

employers and
businesses to meet
the needs of industry
and prepare students
for work.
The qualifications are
equivalent to three
A Levels, and will
combine classroom
theory and practical
learning with a

minimum 45 day
industry placement.
Initially these
qualifications will be
offered in addition
to existing technical
qualifications.

Technical training and
skills are essential to
the growth of our local

that we are developing
the future workforce
and bringing the right

Anna Dawe, College
Principal, said: “It
is important for the
College to remain

STUDENT DESIGNS HIT LONDON CATWALKS
Two former Wigan
& Leigh College
fashion students
were selected to
show their final
degree collections
on the catwalk at
London Graduate
Fashion week.

The event is a
major date in the
fashion calendar to
celebrate student
and graduate
creativity, promoting
new talent and
attracting around
30,000 guests.

April Unsworth
was one of the
undergraduates
chosen to present
her work. After
achieving Distinction*,
Distinction*,
Distinction* for the
BTEC Level 3 Fashion
& Clothing course at
the College, she went
on to the University
of Central Lancashire
(UCLan) to study the
BA (Hons) Fashion
Design.

April’s catwalk collection

Twenty-year-old April,
said: “I loved the

course at Wigan &
Leigh College. It was
great preparation for
my degree.

“I have been
working towards
showcasing
my work at
London Graduate
Fashion Week
since College.
It was amazing
to be selected.”
April joined Jacob
Connolly in presenting
his collection. Jacob
graduated from

the HND Fashion
Design course at the
University Centre
Wigan & Leigh
College before
topping up his
HND to a BA (Hons)
Fashion Design at
UCLan.

Both fashion students
created six outfits
for the prestigious
London show, which
helped to launch the
careers of designers
Stella McCartney and
Christopher Bailey,
MBE.

Youth Health Champions focus on mental health issues

The College’s first cohort of
Youth Health Champions

01942 761111

Health &
Social Care
students
have become
Youth Health
Champions, as
part of a new
qualification
awarded by
the Royal
Society of
Public Health.

The College’s Centre
of Excellence in
Health & Social
Care is working with
Wigan Council to
deliver the additional
qualification. Every
BTEC Level 3 Health
& Social Care first
year student will
complete the Level
2 Award for Young
Health Champions.
Charlie Bracher
Parkes from Wigan

Council delivered
the programme and
trained College staff
to continue the work
to develop 100 Youth
Health Champions
at the Parsons Walk
Centre and at Leigh
College.
As part of the course
students launched a
video campaign to
raise awareness of
invisible disabilities
and illnesses.

wigan-leigh.ac.uk
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APPRENTICES
AND EMPLOYERS

CELEBRATE
Apprentices and
their employers
gathered to celebrate
achievements
at the College’s
Apprenticeship
Awards Evening at
the Parsons Walk
conference centre.
Fifteen awards were
presented with
categories ranging
from Construction
to Care Apprentice
of the Year, Service
Industries Apprentice

to Small and Medium
Employer.

4 Apprentice at
Electricity North West.

The College is the
largest in Greater
Manchester to deliver
apprenticeships. It
works with more
than 1,500 employers
offering in excess of
50 apprenticeship
pathways.

He said:

Higher Education
Apprentice of the
Year, Ryan Docherty,
is a Network Power
Engineering Level

“I was delighted
to win the
award, I wasn’t
expecting it.
It’s good to
know what I’m
doing is being
recognised it’s great to be
appreciated.

At home with
Pandas

Animal Management
students observed
giant pandas in their
native habitat on a
once in a life time trip
to China.

They also got the
chance to see more
than 300 animal
species at the Wildlife
Park of Xi’an, including
birds, mammals,
amphibians and
reptiles.

Some of China’s most
famous landmarks
and attractions were
also on the agenda
including the Great
Wall of China, the
Terracotta Army and
Tiananmen Square,
with a bullet train trip
to Xi’an among their
packed itinerary.
Students also took
Chinese lessons,
practiced Tai Chi

Back to school for students on cross cultural visit

Ryan Docherty with colleagues
from Electricity North West

“I love being an
apprentice. It’s
good to be earning
and work on the
job, developing
competence
and achieving
qualifications at
the same time. I’d
recommend an

Ryan’s employer,
Electricity North West

picked up the Large
Employer of the Year
award.

Albert’s restaurant invests
in College catering talent

and stayed at Boai
International School
where they met
teachers from across
the globe.

The trip helped
students think about
differing standards
of animal welfare
overseas and inspired
some to return to
make an impact.

Students have been
offered full and
part-time jobs at a
new restaurant in
Standish, following
bespoke interviews
held at the College
in the hospitality and
catering department.
Albert’s is one of a
small chain of family
run restaurants
serving modern British
cuisine, which started
out on the canal
side at Castlefield,
Manchester in the
early 1990s.
Students were offered
positions at the
latest restaurant to
join the group, after
they impressed at

wiganleighcollege

apprenticeship to
anyone.”

interview with their
knowledge, skills and
professionalism.
Level 3 Advanced
Professional Cookery
student, Kate Hurst,
is employed as a fulltime pastry chef at the
new restaurant.

“I learned the
skills I need
to work in the
restaurant
at College. I
thought it might
be a bit scary
coming into a
busy kitchen but
everyone is so
friendly,” said Kate.

Full-time chef
positions were filled,
along with part-time
roles ranging from
chef to front of house
and kitchen porters.
The flagship
restaurant situated on
School Lane, Standish,
has committed to
supporting work
experience and
industrial placements
for College students.

wiganleighcol
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SWISS VISIT FOR
BUDDING SCIENTISTS
The European
Laboratory
for Particle
Physics, CERN,
in Geneva was
the destination
for A Level
students to
learn more
about its
development.

Cern is home to
the Large Hadron
Collider, the world’s
most powerful particle
accelerator.
Physicists and
engineers at CERN
use complex scientific
instruments to study
the basic constituents
of matter –
fundamental particles.

Outside CERN

Hands on exhibits

Big Borough Debate
Who wins? Students join the Big Borough Debate

Beachcombing in Formby

From squirrels to
sand dune discoveries
Ecology
fieldwork for
A Level Biology
students
focused on
Formby beach.
01942 761111

Vegetation
investigations
included measuring
the amount of
marram grass on
different sections of
the dunes and the
changes in plant life

further back from the
sea.

Students also fitted in
a red squirrel sighting
at neighbouring
woods, where the
rarer species has
been introduced.

Putting their debating
skills to the test at
Wigan Town Hall,
A Level students
took part in the Big
Borough Debate,
joining young people

from local schools
and colleges.
The team discussed
whether mental
health services are
accessible enough

for young people.
They had a minute
to present their
argument, discussing
evidence to support
their case.

wigan-leigh.ac.uk
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RESULTS TOP NATIONAL AVERAGE

This year A Level
students achieved
100% pass rate once
again with the majority
of them attaining A*- B
grades, securing their

next steps towards
higher education.

Josh Hupton, a former
Fred Longworth
High School pupil
who studied the
Engineering pathway

Katie Turner, a former
Ladybridge High
School pupil, achieved
an A* in Sociology, B in
Psychology and a B in
English Combined on
the Teaching pathway,

Programme students
have surpassed
themselves once
again and I am
delighted with the
results.

Our students take
additional vocational
qualifications relating
to their career choices
and have completed
substantial industry

placements. Their
academic attainment
combined with the
technical skills they’ve
developed means
they can choose from

excellent university
offers and degree
apprenticeships.”

achieved A Level
Maths, Chemistry
and Physics to earn
a place at Lancaster
University on the BEng

(Hons) Mechanical
Engineering.

Aspiring psychologist
Susan Shirling is
looking forward to
taking up a place
at Liverpool John

Moores University to
study the BSc (Hons)
in Animal Behaviour.
Achieving A grades
in Sociology and the

Extended Project
Qualification and a
B in Psychology has
prepared her for
higher level study.

securing a place at
Edge Hill University to
study the BA (Hons)
Primary Education
with QTS. She said:
“I am over the moon
with my results. I am

sad to be leaving
College as it has been
a great two years but
excited about going to
university.”

Lucy Waterworth is
following an art and
design route with a
foundation course
at Manchester
Metropolitan
University. Achieving

A grades in Fine Art
and English at Leigh
College, along with
a B in Media has
helped her decide on
an arts career route.
“The tutors are always

there for you and they
genuinely care as
much as we do about
achieving the best
grades,” said Lucy.

Principal, Anna Dawe,
said: “Our A Level
Professional Honours

wiganleighcollege

wiganleighcol
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Alex Bentley with her
final project work

Martina Harrison with
her final project work

MATERIAL GIRLS MAKE THE CUT WITH EMPLOYERS
Budding fashion
designers Alex
Bentley and Martina
Harrison created a
range of clothing
based on equality
and diversity and

modern military
themes respectively,
as part of the BA
(Hons) Creative
Practitioner (Fashion
& Textiles) course.

Twenty-two-year-old
Alex has been
offered the position
of assistant garment
technologist at Pretty
Little Thing, following
a successful

GRAND BUDAPEST TOUR

Students explored
education models
and treatments
for children with
mental health issues
and disabilities
on a study trip to
Budapest.
BA in Education
Studies
undergraduates
visited the Vadaskert
Institute, which
specialises in
supporting children

and their families with
conditions such as
hyperactivity, autism
and eating disorders.
They also visited
the world famous
Peto Institute, Tree
of Hope, which
supports the physical
and emotional
development of
children with cerebral
palsy, observing
group sessions with
babies, children and

placement at Lindy
Bop during her
second year.

through College I
wouldn’t have got the
job,” said Alex.

“Without the industry
work experience
opportunities set up

Alex, who also
worked part-time
at River Island,

had her collection
photographed at the
store to put forward
for online publicity
to promote the
company.

Students over the Budapest skyline

adults.

The group also
experienced the
sights and sounds
of the historic
Hungarian city,
including the Shoes
on the Danube - a
memorial to the
Budapest Jews
who were shot by
militiamen between
1944 and 1945. They
were forced to take
their shoes off first,
since shoes were
valuable belongings
at the time. Sixty
pairs of iron shoes
form a row along

the Danube, each
modelled on an
original 1940s pair.
The trip was free
for full-time higher

education students,
funded by the
University Centre
Advantage Scheme.
The fund was set up

to support students
with equipment or
activities relating to
their studies.

ENGINEERING APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR
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World leader in
missiles systems,
MBDA, selected
student Matt Eccles
as their Engineering
Apprentice of the
Year.
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Quality higher level and degree courses providing
students great value for money at £7,500 or less.
Flexible delivery - full-time, evening and day release.

wigan-leigh.ac.uk
01942 761111

01942 761111

Matt Eccles receives his Engineering
Apprentice of the Year Award from MBDA

Degree apprentice
Matt, who is studying
the BEng (Hons)
Electrical & Electronic
Engineering also
works as a Seeker
Test Engineer at
MBDA’s UK base in
Bolton.

“The course is
very relevant to
the work I do
at MBDA,” said
Matt. “Each unit
is precise and
relates well to the
industry.”
Matt plans
to become a
chartered engineer
- an internationally
recognised standard
approved by
the Institution of
Engineering and
Technology (IET).

wigan-leigh.ac.uk
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RESEARCH REVEALED AT SYMPOSIUM
Students showcased
their completed
study projects at the
annual University
Centre Research
Symposium.

Insights into a range
of subjects, including
the impact of the
Equality Act 2010 at
work and combatting
software faults in
automated cars
were on display for
partners, academic
experts, tutors, alumni
students and other
visitors.
Dr Janet Thompson,

Head of Higher
Education at
the University
Centre, said:

“The Research
Symposium
celebrates
students’
scholarly and
creative activity.
“It’s an opportunity to

share innovative work
with our partners,
many of whom are
potential employers.
Research and
innovative thinking

Joshua Byrne’s
research on the
Equality Act 2010

defines degree level
study and sets apart
graduates entering
the employment
market.”
In Sport, students
looked at the impact
of the Benfica SL

training camp on
College football
players, while in
Fashion, students
researched the
children’s nightwear
market, working with
designers at Matalan.

Aaron Starkey and
Daniel Baron on the
automated cars

Guest speaker
Roshani Swift
shared her research
experience with
students. The
Doctoral Student
and HE Professional
Mentor at the

University Centre is
exploring teaching
excellence in higher
education colleges
and what this means
to academics in the
sector

The key to doctoral study
Cert Ed student Martin Aldred

Locksmith
Martin Aldred
discovered the
key to gaining a
PhD during his
Cert Ed research.
While investigating his
own industry, Martin
learned that there was
no formal qualification
in locksmithing in the

world.
“I thought this couldn’t
be true but it was,” said
Martin.
“I’m now working
with Manchester
Metropolitan University
and a leading awarding
body to create the
first qualification in
locksmithing in the
world.”

After running training
sessions at Train
Locksmiths Ltd,
Atherton, manager
Martin discovered his
love of teaching and
decided to enrol on the
Cert Ed course on a
part-time basis.
Martin has now
been appointed
subject expert for
the locksmithing
industry, which he
claimed was a “great
honour for a 25-yearold.” Manchester
Metropolitan University
has awarded a
research grant for
Martin to examine new
innovative ways and
training for locksmiths.

INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING AND
TECHNOLOGY ACCREDITATION
The Institute of Engineering and Technology (IET)
has awarded accreditation to the University
Centre for the quality of its delivery of
Engineering degrees.
The IET is one
of the largest
multidisciplinary
professional
engineering
institutions in
the world and
its accreditation

provides recognition
for delivering high
quality internationally
respected
undergraduate
degrees. The BEng
(Hons) Electrical
and Electronic

wiganleighcollege

Engineering and
the BEng (Hons)
Mechanical and
Manufacturing, was
accredited by IET
on behalf of the
Engineering Council
for the purposes

Bid to get more women into science
Science students
presented
recommendations
to the Barcelona
Institute of Science
and Technology on
a tour of the Catalan
capital.
Their theme was
based on how the
of fully meeting
the academic
requirement for
registration as
an Incorporated
Engineer and
partly meeting
the academic
requirements for
registration as a
Chartered Engineer..
The University Centre
worked closely with
the IET to ensure
the programmes
comply at all levels
with their stringent
requirements. IET
assessors spent two
days at the University
Centre meeting
students, employers

Institute can expand
the reach of their
public engagements,
in particular to
encourage more
women into the
science and
technology industry.
The Level 3 Applied
Science and HND

Applied Biology
students found
time to visit Gaudi’s
Sagrada Familia - the
basilica that is now
a major symbol of
Barcelona – and they
fitted in a segway
tour of the city.

and staff, examining
programme content
and assessing the
quality of delivery.

employability, as
the accreditation
ensures that degree
programmes are
responsive to
industry needs. It is
also evidence that
students have the
appropriate skills
and knowledge base,
not only for careers
in engineering, but
for registration as
incorporated or
chartered engineers.”

Dr Janet Thompson,
Head of Higher
Education at
the University
Centre, said: “The
accreditation is
recognised by
employers worldwide.
Our students will
benefit in terms of

wiganleighcol
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Student of the Year Awards
Outstanding College Group of the Year football team

HIGH FLYING ALUMNI
SHARES SUCCESS
WITH STUDENTS
Alumni Alannah Mulligan

More than 60 awards were presented to students who
demonstrated outstanding achievements at the College’s
annual Student of the Year Awards.
The ceremony was
held at The Parish
Church of All Saints
Wigan with awards
presented by Janet
Thompson, Head of
the University Centre.
Each subject area
nominated their
Student of the Year

with the winners
collecting a trophy
and certificate.
There was also a
special Outstanding
College Group of
the Year Award
presented to the
College’s football
team, winners of the

AoC (Association
of Colleges) Sport
North West League
2019.
College Principal,
Anna Dawe, said:
“The awards
evening is one of
the highlights of the
year. It’s great to see

students recognised
for their hard work.
“They have achieved
outstanding
grades through
their ambition and
dedication with
support from their
families and tutors.”

Silver award for floristry VOLE

PATROL

Silver award winning display

Leigh College
Science
students got out
and about to
explore water
vole habitats
along the Leeds
Liverpool canal.

The 2019 Harrogate Spring Flower Show showcased the
potential for petal power to transform Britain’s grey streets.
This year Level 3
Floristry students
were awarded silver
for their fabulous
floral displays at
Britain’s top gardening
event according to
Which? Gardening.

urban oases and
a street scene of
cutting-edge design
ideas for bloombombed pubs, shops
and furniture, plus an
entire wall of graffiti
flowers.

The theme for
the show was
#kerbcouture. The
event featured
virtuoso ideas for
vertical gardens, mini

Students’ award
winning display was
based on the theme
of album covers, with
Elton John’s Goodbye
Yellow Brick Road

01942 761111

providing inspiration.
Harrogate Spring
Flower Show was
held at the Great
Yorkshire Showground.
It featured full-sized
show gardens,
stunning displays
by nearly 100 of the
country’s top plant
nurseries and Britain’s
biggest exhibition of
flower arranging and
floristry.

Experts from the
Canal & River Trust
and Lancashire
Wildlife Trust’s Carbon
Landscape project led
sessions from canoe,
land and classroom.
Students learned
more about the
ecology of the
endangered small
rodent, including its
decline since the
introduction of mink
from America in the
1980s. Animal activists
released minks from
captivity to protest
against unethical
farming. Some
escaped into the wild

After gaining her
British Airways wings
Alannah Mulligan is
enjoying a high flying
career as a member
of BA’s cabin crew.
The Travel and
Tourism Management
HNC graduate is
travelling the world
on long and short
haul flights, visiting
Capetown, Sydney
and Dubai among
other destinations,
to prey on water voles,
leading to a decrease
in numbers.
During the eight-week
project the group
developed skills in
surveying habitats
using GPS mapping
to plot and document
findings.
They were looking
for evidence such as
small droppings and
latrines, grasses that
had been cut at 45
degree angles and
burrows along the
canal stretch.
Local reports from
lock keepers suggest
that the water vole
has been spotted and

fitting in some
sightseeing trips
along the way.

“Modules on
the HNC are
designed to
be industry
specific
and really
helped me to
understand the
skills needed
to succeed at
work,” said Alannah.
“The tutors have lots of
experience and were
really supportive. The
course really helped
me to become fully
prepared for my career.”

the wider area does
provide opportunities
for them to flourish.
Student, Jake
Sharland, is interested
in a career in
ecology and hopes
to take up a degree
apprenticeship.
He added: “The
project was great
fun. Exploring the
environment and local
wildlife was really
interesting.”

Science students on vole patrol

wigan-leigh.ac.uk

11

College Times

RACE
FOR
LIFE

Students achieved
the Race for Life

Staff and students
joined forces
to beat cancer
as part of the
national Race for
Life campaign.
Up to a hundred
walked, jogged,
ran or performed
to raise cash for
Cancer Research
UK. Collectively the
group raised £1,643.

Platt on politics

Jo Platt (front third right) with students at Leigh College

Labour MP for Leigh,
Jo Platt, visited Leigh
College students for
a Brexit question and
answer session, fresh
from local elections
and having had only
three hours of sleep.
The Shadow
Minister (Cabinet
Office) discussed
the complexities
of Brexit and its
potential impact.

BTEC STUDENT OF THE YEAR

INDUSTRY PLACEMENTS
PREPARE FOR CAREERS
Extended industry
placements of up to
50 days a year are set
to become the norm
for students taking
new T Level courses
to help them prepare
for careers.

Some students
are already
taking extended
industry
placements and
securing jobs as
a result.

Take Connor Prescott
– as part of the Level
3 Motor Vehicle
course he worked at
Wigan Council and
now he has secured
an apprenticeship as
a mechanic.
Connor worked on
refitting parts and
providing diagnostics
checks on a range of
vehicles, from light to
large transit vans and
some HGV vehicle
servicing.

BTEC Level 3 Creative
Design for Gaming
student, Wing Tham,
a former Harper
Green pupil, won the
Silver Award at this
year’s BTEC Student
of the Year awards.
Wing picked up
the BTEC Art and
Design Student of
the Year Silver award
for dedication to his
subject, his support
for others, and his
success as a student
role model.

BTEC Silver Award Student of the Year, Wing Tham

wiganleighcollege

Motor Vehicle student
Connor Prescott

wiganleighcol
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Studies deliver new
RETURN TO LEARN career aspirations
SECOND CHANCE STUDENTS
Access to Higher
Education Criminology
students put their
detective skills to
the test with an
improvised crime
scene investigation
session.

CSI students in action

Students were
presented with a
series of clues left
following a fictitious
break in and murder
scene. They examined
all the evidence to
build up a picture of
the criminal and their
motive.

Boost your earning potential:
study English and maths
Adult literacy skills
in the UK are
surprisingly low.
According to the
National Literacy
Trust the latest
available data for
England suggests
that a staggering 1 in

6 adults in England
(16.4% or 7.1 million
people) have very
poor literacy skills.
It seems obvious,
but everyone needs
English and maths to
manage their lives,

their homes and to
hold down a job. If
you want to progress
to any higher level
of education beyond
Level 1 or 2, or
develop your career,
you need English or
maths skills.

Mother of two, Marie
McGahey, returned to
College to follow her
dream of becoming a
midwife.
Three years ago
Marie re-sat English
and Maths GCSEs.
Achieving an A in
English and a C in
Maths inspired her
to take up the Pre
Access Science
course.
Having held a range
of jobs from retail to
office based, care
work to warehousing,
Marie, 38, is now
following a different
career path, studying
the Access to Higher
Education Diploma in
Health and planning
to go to university to
take up midwifery.
Access to Higher
Education Diplomas
are an alternative
route for adults
who don’t have
the traditional
qualifications required
for university entry.

SUPPORTING ADULT LEARNING
More than 3,500
adults joined our
College community
last year, including
39-year-old father of
two, Paul Onofrio. Paul
returned to learning
in a bid to secure
employment when his
children are older.
The stay at home dad
is on course for a
new career studying
GCSE English and
is receiving extra
support to help with
his dyslexia. Having
always worked in
practical jobs, he now
has his sights set on
a career in health and
social care.
“My kids won’t need
looking after forever,
so I’d like to do a job
that’s interesting and
is less of a practical
role,” said Paul.

01942 761111

Paul is
delighted with
the additional
learning
support he’s
had since
starting the
GCSE English
course.
“I have never had
this much support
before. The team
tested my dyslexia
when I started and
suggested I use
a yellow sheet to
cover over my work.
It makes the letters
stand out more,
which makes a big
difference.”

Paul has been aware
of his dyslexia since
high school. As

part of his support
package he is also
given more time to
complete exams.
“It takes me a bit

longer to transfer
my thoughts on to
paper,” added Paul. “It
also takes me longer
to take in written
information.”

Midwife in the making
Marie McGahey

They are recognised
by universities
nationwide.
There is powerful
evidence that adults
who keep learning
enjoy better health,

are more productive
and have more secure
and better-paid jobs.
And people recover
better from mental ill
health if they engage
in learning.

As long as someone is
learning something they
are passionate about,
their learning and curiosity
spill over to benefit work,
family and social life.
Equally, in our ageing society we need people
to work longer, and to keep learning to
minimise their demands for health and care.

STUDY FOR

FREE
Paul Onofrio
on course for a
new career

Whatever your reason
for returning to
learning there’s never
been a better time
for adults to study.
With many courses
heavily subsidised,
depending on
circumstances, lots of

adults study for free.
Ready to make the
move towards a
better future? New
adult courses start
in January. Find out
more at
wigan-leigh.ac.uk

wigan-leigh.ac.uk
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MARCHING WITH PRIDE
Students and staff braved squally
showers and blustery conditions to fly
the flag for LGBTQ equality at Wigan’s
annual Pride march this summer.
Members of the
College’s LGBTQ+
group joined other
equality enthusiasts
to celebrate diversity
across the Wigan
Borough. This year’s
Pride marked 50
years since the
Stonewall riots in
New York, which led
to the development

of the gay rights
movement across
the world.
Hairdressing student
and Miss Drag UK
finalist, Barney
Brookes, joined
students and staff,
adding some glitz
and glamour to
the rainy weekend

Miss Drag UK finalist Barney Brookes (centre)
with fellow students and staff flying the flag
for equality and diversity at Wigan Pride

event, that had been
threatened with
rescheduling due to
the adverse weather
conditions.
Students and staff
also took to the
streets to celebrate
Manchester Pride
before the start of
the September term.

ELISHA LOVES BEING
IN THE DOG HOUSE
A University Centre student from Hindley
has landed a starring role in a new Channel
4 documentary series revealing the lives of
people adopting dogs.

Elisha takes a break
from filming at Wood
Green animal charity

Elisha Duffy is playing
a key role in The Dog
House, filmed at Wood
Green animal charity
in Cambridgeshire, to
find unlucky canines a
forever home.
Elisha appears front of
house and is the first
point of call when the
potential dog owners
come to meet their
furry friends.
The 22-year-old
features in each of
the eight, hour-long
shows, on Thursdays
at 8.00pm on
Channel 4.
The full-time
Foundation Degree

wiganleighcollege

Performance &
Education student
was thrilled to land the
part: “I was ecstatic to
hear that I got it,” said
Elisha.
“It’s still crazy now,
even after starting,
but it’s given me loads
of confidence and a
determination not to
give up.”
The show follows a
60 strong team who
work to ‘counter
the worst of our
throw-away society,
and witness stories
of canine rescue’,
according to Channel
4 Commissioning.

The budding star is
in the second year of
her university course
having progressed
from the Level 3
BTEC Performing Arts
course with distinction
stars.
She was successful
in auditioning for the
receptionist/presenter
role after producers
were impressed with
her performance
range.

“It was
one of the
scariest
things I’ve
ever had
to do”

Computer Science students under the watchful eye of Winston Churchill at Bletchley Park

Code cracking workshop
Computer Science students explored the home of the
code breakers at Bletchley Park heritage museum.
They discovered
more about the
secret D-Day role
of Bletchley Park
and its impact on
World War Two, as
well as significant
developments made

in this way.
They also attended
an Enigma code
breaking workshop at
the birth place of the
GCHQ Government
Communications
Headquarters.

For hair and beauty treatments in brand new salon
environments why not visit our Image Centres?
Our students offer the
latest beauty treatments
and hair techniques,
with full supervision
from industry
experienced staff.

she added.

The College student
of the year has
appeared in lead
roles in lots of College
productions and onscreen extra roles in
Coronation Street,
as well as new Sky
One comedy drama
Brassic.

by Alan Turing, the
pioneer of modern
computing and the
new face of the £50
note; the first time a
computer scientist
and LGBTQ+ person
has been recognised

Image Centres are
based at our Parsons
Walk Centre in Wigan
and at Leigh College on
the Leigh Sports Village.
Salons are Wella Centres
of Excellence and

Elemis skincare, NSI
nail and Crown makeup
specialists.
Open Monday - Friday
with late nights
until 9pm Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday.

Call 01942 761548 to book an appointment
at our Wigan centre or 01942 761100 for Leigh College.

wiganleighcol
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GREATER MANCHESTER
COMPETITION
WINNERS

Health and Social
Care, Hair and Beauty
and Engineering
teams scooped first
prize in the Greater
Manchester Colleges
Group annual skills
competition.

Six students from the
Centre of Excellence
in Engineering
took individual first
places making 2019
a bumper year for
regional competition
success.

Engineering team and individual winners

Health and Social Care team winners

STUDENTS LAND ROLES IN MAJOR TOURING MUSICAL
“This was
a big break
for me and
my first
experience
of performing
outside of
College,”

Performing Arts students
on national tour

Talented student

performers featured in
a twelve date UK tour
of the show Brothers
Beyond, featuring
some of the best

songs from West End
musicals.
Performing Arts
student, Talia
Pilling, was one of
12 Performing Arts

students thrilled
to be chosen for
the national tour
in what was her
first professional
experience.

said Talia.
Students worked
alongside six
West End and TV
professionals, with
some taking on solo
vocalist roles.
They rehearsed
for eight weeks
learning complex
choreography and
vocal harmonies.
The production was

created and directed
by former Joseph
star and the College’s
Artistic Director,
Graham Tudor, and
formed part of a
celebration to mark
the 50th Anniversary
of Sir Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s hit musical,
Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat.
Graham joined the
cast of Joseph in 1998
as Isachaar and went
on to wear the famous
dreamcoat from 19992003 and again in
2005.
Since Joseph, Graham
has had extensive
West End leading
roles in Grease,
Mamma Mia and The
Rocky Horror Show.

NEWS

IN BRIEF
Despite a demographic
dip in 16-18 year olds
the College has a
record number of
school leavers enrolled
on vocational, A Levels
and apprenticeships
this year.
The College’s Gas
Centre has relaunched
as part of a £1.8
million upgrade at the
Centre of Excellence
in Engineering
at the Pagefield
Centre. Gas Service
engineers who need
to renew their training
and assessment
qualifications can enrol
on courses which
run throughout the
year. Apply online at:
s.cunliffe@wigan-leigh.
ac.uk
or call: 01942 761856
Access to HE students
heard more about
becoming a lifeboat
medic from tutor, Tim
Ablett, from Southport
Offshore Rescue Trust.
Students examined
lifesaving equipment
and how to deal
with catastrophic
haemorrhages and
procedures for treating
casualties.

Vocational students score top marks
Students who
received their
Advanced Vocational
qualifications
celebrated this year
with 99.9% of them
passing their courses
once again.

Mia Palmer

01942 761111

Alongside A Level
students, many of
them are now studying
higher education
courses achieving
the top grades of
Distinction* Distinction*
Distinction* equivalent
to three A* A Levels

and accepted as entry
requirements by many
universities.
Mia Palmer, a
former Shevington
High School pupil,
achieved Distinction*,
Distinction*, Distinction*
on the BTEC Level 3
Extended Diploma
in Applied Science
and is studying BSc
(Hons) Pure and
Applied Physics at the
University of Salford.
Shauna Hayes
has started at

the University of
Manchester on
the BSc (Hons) in
Psychology after
achieving Distinction*
Distinction* Distinction*
for the BTEC Level 3
Extended Diploma
in Health and Social
Care. Shauna
aspires to become
an educational
psychologist.

Shauna Hayes

wigan-leigh.ac.uk
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FOOTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

Victorious football team celebrates

The College’s football team
celebrated winning the
Association of Colleges Sport
North West League 2019.

The partnership
with Wigan Athletic
Community Trust means
that students benefit
from professional
coaching on a weekly
basis. And as league

They even had a
private stadium
tour of the Estádio
da Luz (home
ground of SL
Benfica) and tested
out the club’s new
360 degree training
simulator.

Meanwhile Public
Services students
and the Rugby
Development
team jetted off to
Barcelona to prepare
for their onward
journey to Font
Romeu high altitude
training camp in
France.
They put their
leadership and
coaching skills into
action, working
with local under
10 and 14s mixed
rugby teams around
gruelling training
sessions.

champions this appears
to be paying off, with
the team winning 15 out
of 18 games during the
season.
Head of Sport, Paul

Heald, said: “The
partnership with Wigan
Athletic Community
Trust has been an
outstanding success.
The players have
developed their game

considerably as the
season has progressed,
the coaches have been
pivotal in achieving
this. These are exciting
times for the Centre of
Excellence in Sport.”

European tour takes students out of comfort zones
Students studying
Sport and Public
Services took trips
across Europe on
a training schedule
with a difference.

The football team
jetted off to Portugal
for the annual SL
Benfica football
visit, working with
elite coaches at
the famous club,
meeting top sports
psychologists,
nutritionists and
physios.

Throughout the two

weeks, the group
played a series of
friendly matches,
testing themselves
against other
colleges, as well as
elite development
teams from Portugal.

football

wiganleighcollege

Students also
exercised their
language skills,
learning French
for a session
for children
under 13.
Sports Lecturer and

rugby

former Super League
Official, Warren
Turley, said: “The
idea was to take our
students out of their
comfort zones. For
instance, we travelled
up to ski resorts
in the Pyrenees to
experience altitude
training. It was minus
10 up there which
came as a bit of a
shock to some.”
The grand finale was
the Catalans Dragons
versus Hull FC game,
including a stadium

tour and a meet
the players session,
before students
witnessed a rare
golden point game –
one of only three in
Super League history.
Another group flew
out to Folgarida

in Northern Italy
for a ski and work
experience trip,
honing their skills
on the slopes of the
Italian Dolomites,
with a swift stopover
in Venice before
heading home.

skiing

wiganleighcol
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ADVICE &
ENROLMENT
EVENT

For information and advice
from our specialist tutors

Wednesday
8 January 2020
4.00pm - 7.00pm
Parsons Walk Centre
and Leigh College
Many adult learners
study for FREE*
THREE SIMPLE WAYS TO APPLY, EITHER:

1. Apply online at wigan-leigh.ac.uk/apply
2. Call the Admissions Team 01942 761111 or email us at
applications@wigan-leigh.ac.uk
3. Come along to our Advice & Enrolment Event.

01942 761 111
wigan-leigh.ac.uk
*dependent on their circumstances

01942 761111

wiganleighcollege
wiganleighcol
wiganleighcollege
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